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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS: OPIUM REQUIREMENTS EOR MEDICAL 
PURPOSES 

REF: A) GENEVA 3157 B) NEW DELHI 6828 

1 . US INDUSTRY SUGGESTION EOR CONVENING INEORMAL 
MEETING OE REPRESENTATIVES OE LEW INTERESTED COUNTRIES 
TO DISCUSS WORLD OPIUM SUPPLY AND REQUIREMENT SITUATION 
WAS BROUGHT TO DEPARTMENT' S ATTENTION ON JUNE 21 BY 
REPRESENTATIVE BURROUGHS WELLCOME, ONE OE SEVEN 
EORMULATORS OF CODEINE PREPARATIONS AND A MAIN 
CUSTOMER OE US CODEINE MANUEACTURERS ( MALLINCKRODT AND 
TWO OTHER COMPANIES). THUS, IT COMES AS NO SURPRISE 

THAT MALLINCKRODT HAS PROPOSED TO GREENFIELD THAT SUCH 
A MEETING BE HELD BEEORE INDIA MAKES DECISION ABOUT ITS 
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1973-74 CROP. YOU STATE DITTERT HAS REQUESTED OUR 
VIEWS ON A LATE AUGUST MEETING EOR THIS PURPOSE. 

2. AS MALLINCKRODT AND OTHER INTERESTED US COMPANIES 
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ARE AWARE, USG IS NOW ENGAGED IN AN INTENSIVE INTERAGENCY 
REVIEW OF OPIUM SUPPLY AND DEMAND SITUATION AND OF SOURCES 
FOR US REQUIREMENTS OF OPIUM FOR MEDICAL PURPOSES. WE 
EXPECT TO COMPLETE THIS REVIEW AND DEVELOP A USG 
POSITION BY LATE FALL IN TIME FOR THE DISCUSSION OF THE 

MATTER AT THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CND IN EARLY 1974. 

WE WOULD NOT BE IN A POSITION TO ATTEND A MEETIN IN LATE 
AUGUST AND WOULD NOT WISH AT THIS TIME TO EXPRESS A 
VIEW ON WHETHER AN INFORMAL MEETING AS PROPOSED TO 
GREENFIELD WOULD BE DESIRABLE OR HELPFUL. 

3. WE ARE INTERESTED IN IMPRESSION MISSION OFFICER HAS 
THAT INCB SECRETARY NOT SURE WHETHER INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING NECESSARY THIS SUMMER. WE CAN WELL UNDERSTAND 
THAT BOARD WOULD BE IN BETTER POSITION TO EVALUATE 
SITUATION AFTER INDIAN OFFICIAL PRODUCTION FIGURES FOR 
1972-73 HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. 

4. LATEST USG INFORMATION ON INDIAN PRODUCTION ESTIMATES 
AND PROJECTIONS CONTAINED IN REF B, DATED JUNE 12, WHICH 
WAS REPEATED TO YOU. WE ASSUME EMBASSY NEW DELHI' S 
INFORMATSOURCES. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED CONVEY INFORMATION 
PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2 REFTEL TO DITTERT ON CLASSIFIED 

BASIS IN RESPONSE TO HIS REQUEST PARAGRAPH 5 REF A. 

5. WHEN BOARD' S CURRENT CALCULATIONS ON OPIUM SITUATION 
ARE COMPLETE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING BOARD SECRETARY' S 
ASSESSMENT OF WORLD DEMAND- SUPPLY SITUATION AND HIS VIEW 
ABOUT NEED FOR EXPANSION OF PRODUCTION BEYOND THAT 
PROJECTED FOR 1973-74. WE SHOULD ALSO BE GRATEFUL FOR 
BOARD' S ESTIMATE OF SUFFICIENCY OF SUPPLIES FOR MEETING 
MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS IN OTHER MAIN CONSUMING COUNTRIES. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHETHER THERE IS INCREASING 
CONCERN WORLDWIDE ABOUT ADEQUACY OF OPIUM SUPPLIES FOR 
MEDICAL PURPOSES AND WHETHER THERE ARE LIKELY TO BE 
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INITIATIVES FROM OTHER COUNTRIES FOR A MEETING ON THIS 
SUBJECT BEFORE MATTER IS DISCUSSED BY CND AT SPECIAL 
MEETING SCHEDULED FOR EARLY 1974. 

6. WE SHOULD ALSO LIKE TO KNOW WHEN PLANS ARE FIRM 
FOR VISIT BOARD PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY TO INDIA FOR 
PURPOSE INTER ALIA OF REVIEW OF INDIAN OPIUM CONTROL 
SYSTEM. RUSH 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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